
HOUSING NEED

A National Need

It has been widely acknowledged that the UK has a housing crisis. Not enough homes are being built to meet the needs of the population. National Planning Policy in-

cludes Planning Practice Guidance on ‘Housing for older and disable people’ to assist Councils in preparing planning policies on housing for older and disabled people. This 

sets out that providing housing for older people is ‘critical’.

In mid-2016 there were 1.6 million people aged 85 and over; by mid-2041 this 

is projected to double to 3.2 million. 

The 2014-based Subnational Population Projections identifies that England’s 

population will grow by 4.2m people aged 60 and above between 2014 and 

2030, this equates to a 36% increase in population. 

Offering older people a better choice of accommodation to suit their chang-

ing needs can help them live independently for longer, feel more connected to 

their communities and help reduce costs to the social care and health systems.

A Local Need

The age profile of the population can be drawn from Census data. 

Trafford, as set out in in the adjacent figure identifies an age profile with a 

mean age of 39.3 and a median age of 39.0. With the figures identifying that 

36,273 are over the age of 60, equating to 22% of the current population of 

Trafford.

The 2011 Census data identifies that 8,059 homes within Trafford are owned or 

shared ownership that are aged 65 and over. 

An Older Peoples’ Housing Strategy (2020-2025) has been produced by Trafford Borough Council to identify key priorities and actions to be delivered by the Council 

and other stakeholders over the next five years. The aim of the Strategy is to deliver an integrated approach to the housing needs of older people in the borough. This 

includes a focus on enabling older people to remain in their own homes and to make active and informed choices where necessary or desired. It also includes a focus on 

suitable housing, care and support, while maximising independence and quality of life.

The Strategy states that there is clear need for more older peoples’ housing in Trafford to meet current and future demand. There is a very limited stock available of old-

er peoples’ accommodation in the borough, which has low turnover rates and quick sales and lets. Predictive modelling figures for Trafford show a significant shortfall of 

retirement housing, and housing with care units, to meet future need without intervention. There is a predicted shortfall of 1,043 units without growth in the Borough’s 

current stock for sheltered and retirement housing, and a shortfall of 836 housing with care units by 2035.


